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AMENDMENTS 

Please cancel claims 9 and 14. 
Please enter the following rewritten claims: 

A method fdr producing L-aspartic acid comprising: 

treaL an ammonium fumarate solution with aspartase to generate an ammonium L- 

aspartate solution; 

heating\aid ammonium L-aspartate solution until a temperature of said soution 

reaches a range oYbetween 50 to 130°C ; 

adding fulric acid dry crystals, moisture-containing fumaric acid crystals, or fumaric 
acid aqueous suspeion to said heated ammonium L-aspartate solution in a molar ratio of 0.4 
to 0.8 to the total amount of fumarate and the L-aspartate contained therein to form a resultant 
mixture and applying aVearing force to the resultant mixture to obtain a homogenous 
solution, while maintaining the temperature of said solution between 50°C and 1 30°C; 

cooling or permitting cooling of said homogenous solution to crystallize L-as P artic 
acid, thereby obtaining suspension containing L-aspartic acid; and 
separating L-aspartic acioxrystals from said suspension. 



6^ 


2. 


The method fccco/ding to claim 1, whVein the temperature of said suspension containing L- 
aspartic acid trials is in the range from 25 to 100°C when the crystallized L-aspartic acid is 

separated ther<5 

The method according to claimV, wherein said homogenous solution is maintained at 50 
to 130° c for 0.1 second to 1 hour\ 



5 The method according to claim 1, Werein said cooling step is performed at a rate of 0.1 - 

5°C/min from the temperature at wh\ch fumaric acid dry crystals, moisture-containing fumaric 
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/ a C1 d crystals\ or fumaric acid aqueous suspension is added thereto to the temperature at which 
crystallized Aaspartic acid is sep arated therefrom, to thereby crystallize L-aspartic acid. 


10. A method for producing\L-aspartic acid comprising: 

treating an ammonium fumarate solution with aspartase to generate an ammonium L- 

aspartate solution; 

heating said ammo\ium L-aspartate solution until a temperature of said soution 

reaches a range of between 5X) to 1 30°C; 

adding fumaric acid dW crystals, moisture-containing fumaric acid crystals, or fumaric 
acid aqueous suspension to sai\ ammonium L-aspartate solution; and 

cooling or permitting cdoling of said resultant mixture at a rate of 0. 1 to 5 °C/min 
from the temperature at which fuiaric acid dry crystals, moisture-containing fumaric acid 
crystals, or fumaric acid aqueous sLension is added thereto to crystallize L-aspartic acid for 
crystallizing L-aspartic acid^erebyWaining suspension contianing L-aspartic acid; and 
separating L-aspartic acid crystals from said suspension. 


Please enter the followin g new claims: 

15. The method according to clah\ 1, V^rein said separating step is performed by filtration. 

16. The method according to claim 1, further comprising washing the L-aspartic acid crystals 
obtained in said separating step with water. 


17. 


18. 


The method accordiL to claim 15, wherein a mother liquor obtained by said filtration is 
recycled as a substrateV solution for L-aspartic acid production. 

The method according 1 claim 17, wherein the recycling of a mother liquor obtained by said 
filtration is repeated 2 tirfies, or more. 
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19. 



The method according \ claim 16, further comprising recycling of a washing liquid obtained 

by said washing step. 

The method according to claW 8, wherein said continuous method is performed by feeding 
said homogenous solution in ispension contaming L-aspartic acid and evaporating said 
suspension to remove water undter reduced pressure. 
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